
A Bible Study from the Scroll of Joshua       July 5, 2020 

Joshua 11 

I. Utter Destruction 
A. The Northern Kings Meet at the Waters of Merom – vs. 1-6 

1. Geography: lake directly north of the Sea of Galilee; approx. 75 mi. north of Gilgal 
2. Enormous number to fight against Joshua and the Israelites – vs. 4 

a. The Lord will deliver them all – vs. 6  
b. Instructed Joshua to “hough their horses and burn the chariots” – vs. 6, 9  

1) Hough H6131 (pronounced hock) – to pluck up by the roots; exterminate 
2) Why? – Deut. 17:14ff (spec. vs. 16); Ps. 20:6-7 

a) Compare to King Solomon: I Kings 4:26; 10:26-29 
c. The cities (save Hazor), the spoil and the cattle Israel took for prey – vs. 13-14 

  
3. “He (Joshua) left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses.” – vs. 15 

a. Everything that did happen, was prophesied to happen – i.e. Deut. 20:10-18; an 
example of a proactive, not reactive, God.  

b. Compare this to the doctrine of election: Jn. 6:37, 44, 65    
   

4. Why did these northern kings not catch on and continue to think they could 
overcome Israel?    
a. “It was of the Lord to harden their hearts….” – vs. 20 

1) Harden H2388 – to fasten upon; to seize; Ex.10:20; 14:4 
2) Hardened - G4456 (a kind of stone); to petrify; to indurate (render stupid or 

callous) Heb. 3:12-13; Ro. 9:18; Mk. 6:52     
  

B. The Message  
1. What message is threaded through out the conquest?  

a. “For the Lord fought for Israel”, “the battle is of the Lord”, the “Lord hardened 
their hearts” – Israel would not receive the credit  

b. Compare this to the message of salvation:    
 
2. What phrases were repeated often?  

a. “He utterly destroyed them, all the souls that were therein;” “He utterly 
destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel commanded;” “smote 
them with the edge of the sword” 

b. Compare the Last Day: Matt. 10:28; II Pet. 2: 9-22; Rev. 19:19-21; 20:7-10 

Jude 15 - the Lord will come with 10,000 of his saints; the justice of God will be done, every reprobate 
will be utterly destroyed; from the least to the greatest deserved the sentence of death 

As God had commanded, the judgment of heaven is not subject to our laws…  ” Certainly any man who 
will thoroughly examine himself, will find he is deserving of a hundred deaths”’ the Potter will have 
absolute power over his own vessels or his own clay. - Calvin 


