
A Bible Study Through the Scroll of Joshua      June 7, 2020 

Joshua 7 – The Accursed Thing 

 

I. The Trespass – vs. 1-4 
A. Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah 

1. Why the detailed account? Why not just of the tribe of Judah?  
a. Zerah was a twin, born to Tamar and Judah, born in deceit (Gen. 38:24-30); 

Achan was the great grandson of Zerah, the twin that that did not continue in 
the lineage of Christ (Matt. 1:3) 

b. Is there a significance that the trespass came from this tribe and not one of the 
other eleven tribes?  
1) might Judah represent the church and Achan the non-elect in the church?     
2) Review the origins of other tribes: Gen. 35:21-26  
    

2. Why is all of Israel responsible for the sin of Achan?  
a. Achan became accursed because he touched the cursed thing – Josh. 6:17-19; 

Josh. 1:16-18 
b. H2764 Accursed – “cherem” a doomed object; extermination. Because they took 

of those things which were to be exterminated, therefore Achan and his family 
were exterminated – Josh. 7:23-26      
  

B. What did Achan “sell himself” for? 
1. Vs. 21 - “a goodly Babylonish garment (H155 - a luxurious outer garment or cloak –  

Gen. 25:25; Zech. 13:4) …” Why this detailed description of the garment? 
2. “…two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold 50 shekels weight” – shekel = 

0.4 oz; 200(0.4) = 80 ounces = 5 lbs. (small dumbbell in size); 50(0.4) = 20 oz. = 1.25 
lbs.  

3. “…I coveted (desire, lust) them.” - I Jn. 2:15-17     
   

C. What does this complete extermination teach us?           
1. A revelation of God’s justice – Jer. 11:1-8 
2. The covenant of the law displayed - Christ became the accursed - Gal. 3:13  

“the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire…” – Josh. 7:15 
3. “anyone who preaches another gospel, let him be accursed.” – Gal. 1:8-9 

This is no small thing. 
  

II. The Unsuccessful Attempt to Conquer Ai  
A. Our iniquity stands between God and us – text proof?  
B. Vs. 6-9 - Joshua demonstrates the weakness of his own faith; compare his blame 

and victim role - Gen. 3:11-13; Ex. 5:22 
C. The loss - 36 men contrasted to 12,000  (Josh. 8:24-25) 
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