
A Bible Study Through the Scroll of Joshua      June 14, 2020 

Joshua 8,9 – The Conquest Continues  

I. The Battle of Ai 
A. All of God - “I have given into thy hand….” – vs. 1 

1. Why was there a different rule for the spoil? – vs. 2; Deut. 20:10-18  
2. Joshua chooses 30,000 men of valour – vs. 3-9, 10-17  

a. 25,000 of which would come from the north to draw them out of their city 
b. 5000 of which lied in ambush between Bethel and Ai on the west side (vs. 12) 

3. “At the time appointed” (H4150) – vs. 14 
a. Lit. “the time set before” – proactive, not reactive (as Pastor Fred’s sermon 

described God), which describes how God works all things according to His will  
b. “At the time appointed” – same number in Dan.11:27,29,35   

   
B. The Fall of Ai – vs. 18-29 

1. “Stretch out thy spear” (vs. 18, 26) – What is the spiritual connection here? Ex. 6:6;             
Is. 31:3-5  

2. Men of Ai do not recognize they’ve been ambushed until “the smoke of the city 
ascended up to heaven and they had no power to flee this way or that way…” – 
Compare to Rev. 14:11; Is. 51:6 

3. The Result – vs. 26-29 
a. The king of Ai “hanged on a tree” – Why wasn’t he destroyed in the same way as 

the rest of them? - Deut. 21:22-23 
 

C. Joshua Reads All the Words of the Law to Everyone - Josh. 8:31-35    
1. What stands out about this information?   

a. “He read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings…” – vs. 34 
b. He read it to “all the congregation of Israel…” with the women, the little ones, 

the strangers – vs. 35  
 

II. All the Kings Gather to Fight Joshua and Israel – Josh. 9:1-2 
A. The Inhabitants of Gibeon (see map for perspective) 

1. Worked “wilily” – vs. 3-5 
a. This is how Satan and his followers work – Jn. 8:44 
b. Compare to “lies in hypocrisy” (I Tim. 4:2); Matt. 7:15; Jer. 23:16-17 

2. The lie – vs. 9-13  
a.  The bread “it is dry and it is moudly” – vs. 12 
b. The wine “which we filled, were new; and now became rent” – vs. 13   

         
B. The men took of their victuals “and asked not the counsel of the Lord” – vs. 14 

1. Joshua makes peace with them – vs. 15 
2. When Joshua realized they were lied to, why didn’t they kill them? – vs. 17 

a. “Smote them not” because they had sworn unto the Lord – vs. 19-20  
1.  followed the law of Moses what should be done – Deut. 20:10-18 

b. Made them hewers of wood and drawers of water “unto this day” – vs. 22-27 


