
A Bible Study from the Scroll of RUTH                                                              Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2020    

 

I. The Days When the Judges Ruled  
A. The total time of the judges was about 350 years; from the death of Joshua to the time of 

King Saul was considered the time when the judges ruled. 
1. Approximately 1390-1060BC 
2. Understood both historically and spiritually – why should these historic scrolls be seen                                                                                    

spiritually? - Ro. 15:4; I Cor. 2:13; 10:11; II Pet. 1:20-21; Lk. 24:27    
  

B. Prophetic End Time Events 
1. Israel forsaking the Lord repeatedly like the church 
2. Sisera killed (picture of killing Satan on the last day)  
3. Gideon’s small army defeating a large group, like Christ and the small remnant against 

Gog and Magog  
4. Jephthah and his daughter are a picture of Christ and the church 
5. Samson a picture of Christ killing more in his death than his life  
6. Micah and his idols like churches today  
7. The Levite and his concubine who dies at the hands of the homosexuals, the similarity 

between Judges 19 and Genesis 19 
8. The last battle - the remnant of 600 Benjaminites; last battle of Christ and the saints  

                                                                                             (Assessment of overview by Alfred Chompff) 
II. RUTH 1 

A. Timeframe 
1. The Days when the Judges Ruled – vs. 1; Judg. 2:16-18 

a. Matt. 1:5 - Boaz was the son/grandson of Rahab the harlot (Josh. 2:1) 
1) Now a grown man, somewhat older (Ruth 3:10) 
2) Hard to date Boaz exactly because the genealogy of Ruth gives 10 names over a 

period of 800 years, Judah/Tamar before Egypt to David approx. 1870 – 1070BC 
b. The judge Ehud, after killing Eglon (King of Moab), escaped and the land had peace 

for 80 years until he died (Judg. 3:15-30) 
1) Results in easy commerce, making travel possible to Moab   

         
2. A certain man from Bethlehem-judah 

a. Why has this city has been mentioned often in Judges, and now again in Ruth? - 
Micah 5:2 

b. Went to the “fields” (lit.) of Moab – vs. 1; why is this significant? – suggests they 
are not going to a specific city, but going for bread, due to the famine  
          

B. The Names 
1. Significance of the Meanings – vs. 2 

a. Elimelech - my God is King; Naomi – pleasant; Mahlon – sick; Chilion – 
consumption; Oprah – stubbornness 

b. Ruth – no definition given; no special meaning; grandmother of King David 



c. Possible primary purpose of the scroll is to show the lineage of Christ through 
Gentiles, including Rahab the harlot (a picture of the adultery of Israel?) 

2. Elimelech dies before the sons marry Moabite women – vs. 3-4 
3. After ten years, Noami hears that “the Lord had visited his people in giving them 

bread” – vs. 6; the famine of the word is over     
   

C. The Return to the land of Judah – vs. 7-18 
1. Ruth “claves” to Naomi – vs. 16-17 

a. A beautiful testament – evidence of a child of God 
“Do not beg me to leave you, to turn back from following you. For where you go, 
I will go. And where you stay, I will stay. Your people shall be my people, your 
God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May Jehovah 
do to me, and more so, if anything but death part you and me.” – Interlinear 
Bible 

b. A true tribute of a child of God; evidence that God has drawn her 
c. Naomi, a spiritual leader and mentor 

2. Comments from the people of Bethlehem; they didn’t recognize her (vs. 19) 
a. Emotional stress of the last 10 years 
b. Naomi says call me “Mara” aka bitter; “I left full, but came out empty” 

1) Compares to salvation coming broken before the Lord Ps. 51:8,12-13,17 
3. They came to Bethlehem “at the beginning of barley harvest” – vs. 22 

 

III. RUTH 2 – The Barley Harvest  
A. Boaz First Mentioned  

1. Who was he? – vs. 1; a kinsmen of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech; a mighty man of wealth 
a. Kinsmen H4129 – an acquaintance (used 2x); not to be confused with “kinsmen 

redeemer” H1350 – to redeem (used 104x); next of kin to buy back relative’s 
property 

b. Boaz H1162 – unused root of uncertain meaning; eventual grandfather of David; 
name one of the front porch pillars of Solomon’s temple (I Ki. 7:21); reportedly 
defined “in it is strength” 

2. Owned fields of harvest – vs. 3, 23 
a. Why did Ruth ask to glean the field? – vs. 2 

1) To “glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace.”  
2) Grace H2580 – graciousness, favor, beauty (also found in Gen. 6:8); a spiritual 

picture starting to unfold 
b. What is gleaning? – picking up the leftover after the bundling of sheeves of harvest 

1) Glean H3950 – to pick up 
2) The Hebrew custom of allowing the poor to follow the reapers and gather the 

grain that was left behind or the grapes that remained after the vintage; backed 
by the laws of Moses (Lev. 19:9-10; Deut. 24:19-21); used figurately to describe 
the utter destruction of Israel (Jer. 6:9) as Esau was destroyed (Jer. 49:8-10)  

3) Ruth is spiritual picture of the remnant being picked up  



B. Boaz Meets Ruth 
1. Greets his servants – vs. 4 

a. “Whose damsel is this?” – vs. 5-7 
2. Greets Ruth 

a. Called her “my daughter” – vs. 8 
1) Daughter H1323 – used in a wide sense, literally and figuratively 
2) Spiritual picture of the remnant – Zeph. 3:12-15 
3) Compare Mk. 5:34, Christ and the woman who touched his robe; II Cor. 6:17-18  

b. Provides provision and protection – vs. 8-9       
  

C. Ruth – a picture of an elect person 
1. Vs. 10 - Found grace; “Why have I found grace in thine eyes…”; Noah - Gen. 6:8; Gideon - 

Judg. 6:17; Jn. 1:12-13 
2. Vs. 11 – Obtained works as evidence of salvation; “It has been shown me all that thou 

hast done unto thy mother in law…;”  
1) “…good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” - Eph. 

2:10 
3. Vs. 12 – Given a full reward; a picture of salvation: “The Lord recompense thy work, and 

a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel…”  Gen. 15:1; Matt. 5:12; 10:21; II 
Jn. 8 
1) “… under whose wings thou art come to trust.” - H3671 Ps. 91:4; 61:1-5 

4. Vs. 13 – Humility: “Let me find favor in thy sight…though I be not like unto one of thine 
handmaidens.” – Lk. 15:13 

5. Vs. 20 – Bought back; “The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.”   H1350 
– kinsmen redeemer; Is.43:1; Ps. 77:14-15      
  

D. The Feasts 
1. What feast(s) were observed during the barley harvest? 

a. The Passover - 14th day of the month of Nisan, April; coming out of bondage literally 
and figuratively, bondage to sin 

b. The Feast of Unleavened Bread - 15th of April; a reminder of doing no works of your 
own (no leaven) - Ex. 23:16         
  

IV. RUTH 3 – Ruth Approaches Boaz 
A. Naomi Seeking Rest for Ruth – vs. 1-5 

1. Rest H4494 – quiet, settled; a home; Ruth 1:9 
a. Compare same #, spiritual rest – Ps. 116:7-9; 132:13-14; Lam 1:3 

2. Vs. 2 - “Behold he winnoweth barley to night in the threshing floor…” – Winnow 
Zondervan’s Dictionary pg. 277-278       
 - 

B. That Night – vs. 8-13 
1. Vs. 9 – “Spread thy skirt over thine handmaid, for thou are a near kinsmen (redeemer)…”  

a. Skirt H3671 – wing; same number as in Ruth 2:12; Ps. 91:4; 57:1  



2. Vs. 10 – “…for thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning…” 
– represents evidence of the sanctification process; II Thes. 2:13   

3. Vs. 11 – “…for all the city of my people doth know that thou are a virtuous woman.” 
a. Interlinear = Able H2428 – virtuous; Prov. 12:4; 31:10ff 

4. Vs. 13 – What is the role of the kinsmen redeemer?  
a. Lev. 25:25-28; Is. 43:1, 14-15; 41:14; Ps. 103:2     

  
C. The Return to Naomi 

1. Vs. 14 – “Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor.”  Why the secrecy? 
“give none offense, neither to the Jews nor the Gentiles nor to the church of God.” I Cor. 
10:32; I Thes. 5:22 

2. Vs. 25-27- “…go not empty to thy mother-in-law” – 6 measures of barley; what does the 
number “6” represent in the Bible?       
  

V. Ruth 4 - The Purchase 
A. Boaz Meets with the Other Kinsman 

1. Vs. 1 – “Ho, such a one!” – Why is the name not mentioned?   
2. Vs. 3 - Naomi’s (brother Elimelech’s) land; probably mortgaged off to pay the debt 

a. Would have reverted back to Ruth in the 50th year, the year of jubilee  
b. Deut. 25:5-6 – “his name shall not be put out of Israel” – compares to his name shall 

not be blotted out of the book of life – Rev. 3:5 
3. Vs. 7 –  “he plucked off his shoe and gave it to his neighbor” – Deut. 25:7-10 
4. Vs. 9-10 – “I have bought all that is bought (H7069 – create; already owned) 
5. Vs. 14-15 – “That his name may be famous in Israel….” Is. 9:6; (interlinear Bible “may his 

name be called in Israel” – Acts 2:21; referring to the child; points to the future the 
“name that is above all names” – Phil 2:9-11 
a. Vs. 11 – “may you do worthily in Ephratah, and proclaim the name in Bethlehem”  

           
B. Symbolic Overview     

1. Boaz – the rich kinsman; a fitting picture of Christ the Redeemer 
2. Ruth – the one who is being redeemed; a picture of the Remnant chosen by grace 

a. Adopted by Naomi, not a blood relative 
3. Naomi – instrumental in bringing Ruth with her; a picture of O.T. Israel which became 

save, like the Apostle Paul who preached the gospel to the Gentiles 
4. The 10 witnesses – “10” is symbolic for completeness; represents all who witnessed the 

purchase at the cross 
5. The parcel of land – purchased for Naomi and Ruth only, no one else; a token of the 

world Christ bought, to provide an inheritance for only His people 
6. The “other” kinsmen – all mankind; not capable of being the redeemer, therefore 

mankind is cursed 
7. Christ – in order to become our Savior, He had to become our kinsman in the flesh, only 

then could He be our Redeemer and to adopt us as His bride  
 

            (Assessment of overview by Alfred Chompff) 


